As is well known, in the 90s Poland's transition to market economy and its integration with Western Europe began. Higher efficiency, greater ability to introduce innovations and more competitions in the economy are required to achieve these goals. This can occur through changes in the composition of output, type of ownership and size of enterprises. Shortage of investment resources, both in the public and private sectors, makes it necessary for Poland to rely on foreign capital investment, particularly on direct investment. This takes the form either of long-term greenfield investment or buyouts of either a part or all of the operating enterprises. Foreign investors can start business in Poland in the form of companies, limited either by shares or by guarantee, or in the form of branch permanent establishment.
The largest proportion of foreign investment was made in industry (61%), mainly in the electrical equipment industry, food-processing industry, wood-based and paper industries; that was followed by the investment in telecommunication, financial and banking sectors, and the smallest proportion (0.2%) was in agriculture. In the nineties geographical composition of the capital inflow to Poland changed. The capital investment came mainly from the United States, with Germany and Italy occupying the 
